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Safety First–Let’s Recap
Two more safety milestones have been reached during 
the month of April. First and most impressive, Theodore, 
AL has now surpassed the 4 million mile marker without a 
preventable accident. Secondly, Mark Davis, JBK 
President, Lee Drury, JBK Safety Director, and Bill Sikma, 
JBK National Sales Manager, will attend the National Tank 
Truck Carrier Conference in Chicago in May where JBK 
will be presented with a Competitive Safety Merit Award, 
Personnel Safety Merit Award, and the Third Year 
Improvement Award.

It was only 
February 11th that 
the men and 
women of the 
Theodore, AL 
terminal passed 3 
million miles 
without an accident 
and on April 15 
accomplished 
4,029,456 miles 
without a 
preventable 
accident. To run a 
million miles every 
two months without an accident is a phenomenal 
accomplishment. Congratulations to terminal manager 
Danny Shell and all the drivers, shop mechanics, and 
office staff on another job well done!

To recap JBK’s safety year, so far, the January newsletter 
headline read “2004 Annual Safety Awards”. Magnolia, AR 
had the best safety record in the more than 2 million mile 
class and Institute, WV had the best safety record in the 
less than 2 million mile class. In addition 6 other terminals 
won safety awards for 2004. As mentioned above, the 
March headline read “Safe Home Alabama” as Theodore 
ran over 3 million miles without an accident. April brought 
“Another Win for JBK” as Ken Kelley, JBK CEO, 
dedicated the Compressed Gas Association Bulk Fleet 
Safety Award to the memory of Hazel Kelley Wilson.

It would be nice to be able to cross safety off the to-do list 
but our safety record is only as good as today’s results 
and we must do it again tomorrow. At least today, we can 
all say JBK accomplished part of our mission statement of 
providing the safest delivery system in the bulk 
transportation industry.

What About Four Million 
Miles? By Ken Kelley

Let us start off by saying congratulations to the Theodore 
Terminal and the entire Jack B. Kelley team on our latest 
mile accomlishment. Your every day contributions makes 
this company work like clock work.

Being in the transportation industry can do bizarre things to 
one’s perception of mileage–especially when you are great 
at it. It occurred to me that we always take a moment to 
celebrate our milestones, but do we really comprehend 
what they mean?

So we are racking up the safe miles–that is nice. And, we 
sure have a grand number of them–that is good too. But, 
how far is four million miles anyway?

Four million miles is 8.5 round trips to the moon. Therefore 
we have not only had significant contributions to the space 
industry, but we have also safely traveled the same 
distances. It is said that one should always shoot for the 
moon. Because even if you miss, you'll land among the 
stars. Well, we have literally traveled the distance to the 
moon and written our name among the stars.

Four million miles is also equivalent to 161 trips around the 
earth. Oh! The places we have been. That is 161 times  is 
not the skinny part either. That 161 is traveled around the 
equator, the longest distance.

Additionally, four million miles enables one to travel round-
trip from Los Angeles, California, to New York City, New 
York 813 times. Or, to put in JBK terms, four million miles 
enables you to travel from Amarillo, Texas, to Theodore, 
Alabama round-trip 2073 times (I calculated that one in 
practical hazmat miles.).

All in all, four million miles is a huge number. Four million 
miles is a lifetime of success! Four million miles is exactly 
why our logo stands for Number One Under the Sun, All 
Around the World. So, do I hear 5 Million in the near future? 
And, which terminal will be the next to set a record? Again, 
congratulations and 
thank you for a job well 
done.

Nick Rauch, Plant Manager for Praxair Theodore and 
McIntosh, presented Danny Shell with a plaque for the 4 
Million Mile accomplishment.


